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Some “Lighter” Stuff 
 

“Idealist: don’t know where you’re 
going, but you’re on your way‖ 

 

―Many lives seem to be on the run: 
you get up by the clock, eat and 
sleep by  the clock, get up again, 
go to work—and then you retire.  

 

And what do you get ? A clock‖ 

CARS CONNECTION 
CHARLOTTE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY                    

JULY 2011 

MEETING SCHEDULE: GENERAL MEETING THURSDAY,  JULY 14, 7:00 PM,   
CARS GNERAL MEETINGS ARE HELD  AT THE “H2U” UNIT LOCATED IN FAWCETT MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL EXTENSION AT THE PROMENDADES MALL. 
 

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING SITE  AND A PHOTO OF THE LOCATION OF THE H2U UNIT ARE 
SHOWN BELOW.  

The  ―H2U‖ unit of Fawcett Me-
morial Hospital is shown circled  
in red on the left. 
 

The unit is located in the Prom-
enades Mall across from the 
Royal Palm Retirement Center. 
 

Ample and convenient parking 
is available. 
 

As usual refreshments will be 
available. 
 
 

July Meeting Program 
 

Scheduled for the meeting are two videos (compliments of 
YouTube).  The first is titled ―Hitler Driven crazy By Ham Radio‖ an 
entertaining video. 
 

Second, and major video, is ―Truth Revealed About Ham Radio‖. 
 

This video is very critical of Amateur Radio and will invoke some 
serious discussion.  Both videos were produced and posted on 
YouTube by Burton E. Fisher, K1OIK. They are two of many videos   
he has so posted. I have viewed several other videos posted by 
K1OIK all critical of Amateur Radio in way or another. 
 

For a future meeting I have also downloaded a rebuttal video titled 
―Re: Truth Revealed about Ham Radio‖ posted by a young British 
Ham. 
  

NOTE:  IF YOU HAVE NOT RENEWED YOUR CARS 
MEMBERSHIP  THIS WILL BE THE FINAL ISSUE OF 
THE CARS CONNECTION YOU WILL RECEIVE. A 
MEMBERSHIP FORM IS PROVIDED ON PAGE 4—
PLEASE RECONSIDER CARS MEMBERSHIP—      
      THANK YOU (KB3U) 

ARRL AFFILIATED  



CARS CONNECTION                                                                                                              PAGE 2 

                                                                                                                       

You can’t Beat “FREE” 
 

The two items above, an all purpose tool with  
case and a Repeater Directory, will be given 
away as door prizes at the July 14th  CARS gen-
eral meeting.. 
 

No tickets to bjy or admission—just be at the 
meeting and you automatically have an oppor-
tunity to win. 
 
Another Hollywood Blockbuster Features Am-
ateur Radio www.arrl.com 07/05/2011 
 

The summer of 2011 is replete 
with big movies, ranging from ac-
tion-adventure flicks to comedies 
to coming-of-age dramas. And 
already this summer, Amateur 
Radio has played a part in not 
one, but two movies. In Mr Pop-

per’s Penguins, ham radio was featured, albeit incor-
rectly, on the big screen. And now Super 8 -- a film 
set just outside Dayton, Ohio in 1979 -- uses Amateur 
Radio in a crucial scene. 
  

Super 8 revolves around a group of six middle-
schoolers who witness a mysterious train crash in the 
fictional town of Lillian. Soon after the crash, the Air 
Force arrives and strange things start happening in 
the small town. The kids, a group of young film mak-
ers (hence the title of the movie) begin to investigate 
the creepy phenomena. 
  

One of the kids’ dads is Deputy Lamb. After the Sher-
riff mysteriously disappears, Deputy Lamb takes over 
and holds a town-wide meeting to help allay the fear. 
One woman thinks that all the strange goings-on are 
the work of the Soviet Union. But when Deputy Lamb 
calls on Mr McCandless to ask a question, the man 
complains that he is hearing strange transmissions on 
his ham radio. As soon as Mr McCandless mentions 
ham radio, the residents at the meeting just ignore 
him. 

 continued next column 

Super Eight continued 
 

But when Deputy Lamb privately questions Mr 
McCandless, he tells the deputy that he can no 
longer listen to 13.201 (no reference is made to 
kHz or MHz) due to the strange noises he is 
hearing. Deputy Lamb mentions this to another 
deputy, and that deputy says he can bring in his 
scanner and voice inverter from home so they 
can monitor the frequency.  
 

After the rigs are set up, the deputies overhear 
vital information about what the Air Force is try-
ing to hide. 
  

While credit has to go to Super 8 set decorator 
Fainche MacCarthy for finding a radio of the 
right era, the ―scanner‖ that the deputy brings in 
is a Heathkit Seneca VHF-1, a 2 and 6 meter 
CW and AM transmitter. Introduced in 1959, this 
rig complemented Heathkit’s TX-1 Apache 
transmitter, RX-1 Mohawk receiver and KL-1 
Chippewa linear amplifier. 
 

Computer stuff 
 

Available at www.tweaknow.com is a free win-
dows (XP/Vista/Win 7) utility titled: 
―TweakNowPowerPack2011 SP2‖  
 

A description of it’s utilities follows below—be 
sure you are aware of the results provided. 
 
TweakNow PowerPack is a fully-integrated suite 
of utilities that let you fine-tune every aspect of 
your computer's operating system and Web 
browser. The Registry Cleaner module provides 
you with a safe and simple way to clean Win-
dows Registry. To keep your computer always 
at top performance, we recommend to clean 
your registry at least once a month. For Win-
dows tweaking lovers, the suite provides more 
than 100 hidden Windows settings in the Win-
dows Secret section. Using modules included in 
this section, you can easily customize your Win-
dows like geeks do. The Virtual Desktop module 
lets you run as many as four custom-designed 
desktop configurations simultaneously, allowing 
you to tailor your computer screen to your mood 
and your work requirements. Last but not least, 
the suite also gives you a complete picture of all 
aspects of your computer's hardware, including 
detailed information about your motherboard, 
processor, video card, memory, hard disk and 
network.  
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Amateur Radio Quiz: Hip, Hooray for the 
TLAs! By H. Ward Silver, N0AX n0ax@arrl.net 
 

You can’t hardly do anything in EmComm with-
out encountering a TLA (Three Letter Acronym), 
or even ones with a few more letters and may-
be, dare I hope, a hyphen -- be still my thunder-
ing heart. These are invaluable in saving time 
which is why they are so common -- but only if 
you know what all T of the L in the A mean! This 
cursory canter through the cacophony of capi-
tals could check your cognitive communications 
capacity. 
 

1) Who is the organizational leader of an 
ARES® team? 
a. SM 
b. OES 
c. EC 
d. OO 
 

2) Who organizes OBS and ORS stations? 
a. ARES 
b. RACES 
c. ARRL 
d. FCC 
 

3) What does the T in NTS stand for? 
a. Traffic 
b. Transmission 
c. Teletype 
d. Telecommunications 
 

4) What’s the Q signal for asking if a station has 
traffic? 
a. QNI? 
b. QTC? 
c. QRS? 
d. QSN? 
 

5) If someone asked you to QSP a message, 
what are they asking for? 
a. Break into a QSO 
b. Leave a net 
c. Relay a message 
d. Repeat the message 
 

6) Which propagation mode refers to high angle, 
low-frequency regional communication? 
a. TE 
b. Es 
c. EME 
d. NVIS         continued next column 

 

 Quiz continued 
7) Which form is most likely to be used at an 
EOC? 
a. IRS 1040 
b. ICS-213 
c. W-9 
d. HIPAA 
 

8) What does the I in NIMS stand for? 
a. Imergency 
b. Immersion 
c. Instance 
d. Incident 
 

9) What service does an NCS provide? 
a. Net control 
b. National communications 
c. Nighttime coordination 
d. Normal contacts 
 

10) Put the following ARES positions in ascending 
order of responsibility: 
a. SEC 
b. DEC 
c. AEC 
d. EC 
 

Bonus Question: In ―Roger Wilco,‖ what does 
―Wilco‖ mean? 

 
Answers 

1) c -- the Emergency Coordinator 
2) c -- The ARRL Field Organization manages the appoint-
ments in all 71 ARRL sections. 
3) a -- The National Traffic System organizes the handling of 
messages -- called traffic -- by hams. 
4) b 
5) c 
6) d -- NVIS stands for Near Vertical Incidence Skywave and 
refers to the use of high angle signals below the critical fre-
quency being reflected over a wide region. 
7) b -- The ICS-213 General Message Form is widely used. 
8) d -- The National Incident Management System is the 
standard  
organization employed for emergency response in the Unit-
ed States. 
9) a – NCS stands for Net Control Station. 
10) c, d, b, a: Assistant Emergency Coordinator, Emergency 
Coordinator, District Emergency Coordinator and Section 
Emergency Coordinator. A DEC is only required in areas 
with too many teams for a single SEC. 
 
Bonus Answer: Wilco means ―Will Comply‖ in response to 
receiving instructions. ―Roger Wilco‖ means ―Information 
received and understood -- will comply.‖ 
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July 

Jul 4 KEIM, JACK                   KE4IM 
Jul  16 DENAM ROBERT W. .   K4RWD 
Jul 24 GREGG, MILLARD R.   W4PIT 
Jul 24 SPECK, BOB                 W4MPJ 
 

August 
 

Aug 3 FORBES, JACKALIN     N4XKG 
Aug 6 JOHNSON, MARGIE     N4SMJ 
Aug 9 JEX, FREDERICK          KB2ZHZ 
Aug 22 WALTERS, NASH          W8SEL  
Aug 29 WEATHERLY, ROGER  W3IGM  
 Aug   29 MORSE, DON        W6FFP   

CARS 2011 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Note: Other than the name—only enter info that 
has changed since last renewal. 
 

Check One: Renewal________Initial________ 
 

Last Name:___________________________ 
 

 

First Name:______________Initial:________ 
 
 

Call:___________License Class:_________ 
 
 

Phone:______________Birthdate:_________ 
 

ARRL Member: Yes_____  No______ 
 

E-Mail _______________________________ 
 

Home Address  (No Change-__ ): 
  Street :_______________________________ 
 

  City:____________________ 
St____________Zip:___________ 
 
 Dues $14________Family:-$16______  
 

Return application at  a CARS meeting or mail 
to:             
                 CARS 
                 P.O. BOX 510415 
                 Punta Gordo,  FL 33951-0415 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Hamfest/Convention 

08/20/2011 | TARCFest 
Location: Tampa, FL 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Tampa Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://www.hamclub.org 
 
08/20/2011 | FPARC Hamfest 
Location: Ft. Pierce, FL 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Fort Pierce Amateur Radio Club 
 
09/17/2011 | Bahia Shrine Amateur Radio Unit 
Tailgate 
Location: Orlando, FL 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Bahia Shrine Amateur Radio Unit 
Website: http://www.bahiashrine.org/~radio/
Tailgate.htm 
 
09/24/2011 | Pasco County Hamfest 
Location: Odessa, FL 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Suncoast Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
sarcmail 
 
10/08/2011 | Florida State Convention 
(Melbourne Hamfest) 
Location: Melbourne, FL 
Type: ARRL Convention 
Sponsor: Platinum Coast Amateur Radio Socie-

Can u name make 
and model of the 
transceiver pic-
tured above? 
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HINTS ON LIGHTNING PROTECTION FOR THE HOME & HAM SHACK 
 

1. MAIN AC ELECTRICAL PANEL - INSTALL SURGE PROTECTOR ON INCOMING AC POWER 
LINES - PURCHASE AT ELECTRICAL SUPPLY HOUSES, HOME DEPOT ETC. APPROX. COST 
$25.00.  
 

2. TOWERS - INSTALL ON EACH LEG – 8’ to 10’ GROUNND ROD - CONNECTION BETWEEN 
TOWER LEG AND GROUND ROD - USE AT LEAST #4 SOLID COPPPBR WIRE - DO NOT USE 
BRAIDE~ CABLE - FOR SINGLE POLE SUPPORT USE 1 GROUND ROD. IT IS RECOMMENDED 
THAT STAINLESS-STEEL HOSE CLAMPS BE USED TO ATTACH GROUNDING WIRES. USE AN-
TI-OXIDANT JOINT COMPOUND.  
 

3. COAX CABLES - IT IS DESIRABLE TO GROUND ALL COAX CABLES AND ROTOR CABLE' AT 
THE BASE OF TOWER - FOR COAX CABLE USE INDUSTRIAL COMMUNICATIONS ENGINEERS 
- GROUNDING BLOCK - APPROX COST $25.00 MOUNT ON TOWER MOUNTING FIXTURE - AP-
PROX. COST $25.00 - FOR ROTOR CABLE USE AN INDUSTRIAL COMMUNICTIONS ENGI-
NEERS - MODEL 349 ROTATOR LINE SUPPRESSOR - APPROX. $45.00 - OR POLYPHASER IS-
RCT - APPROX $55.00, EITHER ONE CAN BE MOUNTED ON THE TOWER MOUNTING FIX-
TURE WHICH HAS ROOM FOR 2 UNITS.  
 

4. STATION GROUND - IF TOWER IS NOT CLOSE TO HAM SHACK - INSTALL SEPERATE STA-
TION GROUND NEAR HAM SHACK – 8’ I to 10’ I GROUND ROD USE AT LEAST #4 COPPER 
WIRE INTO SHACK. BRAIDED CABLE IS NOT RECOMMENDED FOR OUTSIDE INSTALLATION. 
CONNECT TO COMMON POINT GROUND INSIDE OF RADIO SHACK, A 1/2" COPPER PIPE 
MAKES FOR A GOOD COMMON POINT GROUND. CONNECT A BRAID OR STRANDED #10 OR 
#12 WIRE TO GROUND EACH PIECE OF EQUIPMENT IN THE HAM SHACK.  
 

5. USE LIGHTNING PROTECTION ON EACH COAX CABLES - IF INSTALLED OUTSIDE, USE A 
WEATHER PROOF BOX OR AS CLOSE AS POSSIBLE AFTER ENTRY INTO THE HAM SHACK, 
RECOMMENDED IS A DC BLOCKED LIGHTNING PROTECTOR SUCH AS A POLYPHASER OR 
INDUSTRIAL COMMUNICATION ENGINEERS. USE FOR HF A MODEL FOR HF..FOR VHF/UHF 
USE A VHF/UHF MODEL. SOME MODELS COVER BOTH BANDS. POLYPHASER'S COST AP-
PROX. $65.00, I.C.E. COST APPROX. $50.00. DIRECT DC TYPES ARE NOT RECOMMENDED. 
ALL MODELS REQUIRE A GROUND CONNECTION TO THE COMMON POINT/STATION 
GROUND.  
 

6. TERMINATE ALL COAX CABLES - INTO A GROUNDING TYPE ANTENNA SWITCH SUCH AS 
AN ALPHA DELTA OR MFJ,.CONNECT SWITCH TO COMMMON POINT GROUND. IF YOU DIS-
CONNECT YOUR ANTENNA/COAX FROM YOUR RADIO, GROUND THE CENTER AND SHIELD 
TO YOUR STATION GROUND.  
 

7. IT IS DESIRABLE TO RUN A SEPERATE AC CIRCUIT DIRECT FROM THE MAIN AC EN-
TRANCE PANEL TO THE HAM SHACK - IF THIS IS NOT POSSIBLE USE A AC OUTLET SURGE 
SUPPRESSOR STRIP THAT IS "MOV" AND PREFERABLE ALSO WITH GAS TUBE PROTEC-
TION. HIGHER NUMBER JOULES RATING ARE BETTER.  
 

8. FOR THE HAM SHACK COMPUTER - USE A AC SURGE SUPPRESSOR- FOR THE TELE-
PHONE LINE USE A POLYPHASER TYPE IS-SPTL, OR I.C.E. MODEL 340M, COST OF EACH 
APPROX. $60.00. BOTH TYPES NEED TO BE GROUNDED.  
 

9. FOR TELEPHONE, CABLE TV AND SATELLITE PROTECTION INDUSTRIAL COMMUNICA-
TION ENGINEERS LTD. HAS LIGHTNING SUPPRESSORS FOR ALL TYPES OF SERVICES, ALL 
REQUIRE A GROUND CONNECTION.  
 

This information was provided at the CARS 2003 July meeting by Wyatt ―Mac‖ McDaniel, W8HTD. 
We are now in the midst of the annual rainy and lightening season—the information is as pertinent 
now as it was in 2003. 
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The Pioneering Electronic Social Network (Amateur Radio) is Experiencing a Resurgence.  

www.theage.com.au– Digital Life— article by Katie Cincotta—July 7 2011—some photos omitted 
 

WHEN you think of the instant communication at our fingertips thanks to web-enabled mobile devic-
es and the social media explosion of Twitter and Facebook, it's easy to dismiss amateur radio as a 
dusty relic destined for oblivion. 
  

But the bastions of ham radio believe the century-old form of radio communication is as relevant as 
ever - it proved invaluable during recent natural disasters in Australia, Japan, China, Pakistan and 
Haiti. 
  

One amateur radio veteran of more than 50 years, Doug McArthur (whose call-sign is VK3UM), lived 
through the Black Saturday bushfires, relying on his UHF CB radio to warn neighbours of the ap-
proaching flames. 
  

 When the mobile phone network was jammed and the fire had damaged landlines, locals flocked to 
citizen band radio. ''UHF CB was certainly a great communication tool during the fires … we knew 
where the trouble spots were, which neighbours had stayed and those who had left,'' he says. 
''Since that time, about 60 locals have bought UHF CB radios.'' 
  

McArthur, 69, turned the early days of a hobby into a career in high-powered broadcasting, setting 
up the first radio telephone system in Alice Springs and working for the International Telecommunication Union to 
establish communications in the Middle East. 
  

When Cyclone Tracy hit Darwin, he flew up to assess the damage done to phone systems. It was 
exactly the meltdown he had predicted, with Darwin's telephone exchange unable to withstand a 
''big blow''. An amateur radio operator from the Australian Capital Territories, Bob Hooper, was the 
first to announce to the world that Darwin had been hit. 
  

McArthur says that even in a society of mobile phones and social media, amateur radio is a critical 
part of the emergency communication mix. ''In a crisis, the mobile phone network will never handle 
the traffic that's imposed on it.'' That's why many in the hobby take part in ''field days'', setting up a 
radio station in the bush using alternative power sources. 
  

But it's not all serious stuff. Radio hams like to experiment and McArthur's toy is a giant satellite dish 
built in the US in the 1960s and used to test the radio path across Bass Strait. He bought it from Tel-
stra before it could be sold for scrap metal and erected it on his Glenburn property. Not even a near-
fatal stroke stopped him from attempting to reach the moon with his one-tonne dish. 
  

''My neighbour is a welder, so we set to rebuild the frame and control system,'' he says. ''I use it for 
reflecting signals off the moon, the detection of deep-space signals and astronomical noise sources, 
which has been a lifetime ambition for me. Only a couple of people in Australia have ever done it.'' 
  

It might seem a strange pursuit, but the precision and the challenge of the moon bounce thrills this 
Morse-code expert. ''Of all the power that you radiate off your aerial, 98 per cent of it is lost getting 
to the moon and of what hits the moon, only 0.6 per cent gets reflected, with 98 per cent of that com-
ing back.'' McArthur Skypes most nights to amateur radio friends in Sweden, the Netherlands, 
France and Britain but ditched Facebook after a day because he found it to be too impersonal. 
      

Eastern and Mountain District Radio Club president Jack Bramham (VK3WWW) regards amateur 
radio as the original social network. ''Facebook and Twitter are about wanting to know what your 
friends are up to,'' he says. ''The radio is exactly the same.'' Bramham has embraced digital technol-
ogy and broadcasts his Wednesday-night news program (which includes vision) on frequency 
446.500 MHz via the Melbourne Amateur Radio Repeater on Mount Dandenong. In his spare time 
he enjoys ARDF (Amateur Radio Direction Finding), an electronic version of orienteering that's also 
called radiosport or fox-hunting. 
  

''You're out in the bush with an antenna and a map and you listen for the transmitter signal, which 
comes on for one minute and then turns off for four minutes. You find it and check it off and move on 
to the next one.''  
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It might not be everyone's idea of a good time but for Bramham, hitting that elusive target while traips-
ing through the bush gives him a huge buzz. 'There's a lot of skill involved, especially on VHF and 
UHF, because you get a lot of reflections. You might think it's in that direction but it's bouncing off a hill 
over there.‖ 
    

When Australian astronaut Andy Thomas was on a mission to the Russian Mir space station in 1998, 
Bramham managed to arrange a time to speak with him during a 10-minute window of opportunity 
when the space shuttle was just 400 kilometres away from Melbourne. ''I asked if he could talk to our 
radio club and because it was May Day, he had been given the day off,'' Bramham says. ''We had 70 
or 80 people in here listening. A lot of the guys will never forget that night.'' 
  

Wireless Institute of Australia spokesman Jim Linton (VK3PC) says one of the biggest things to hap-
pen to amateur radio is the removal of Morse code as a minimum requirement for an operator to ob-
tain a licence. The foundation licence is now simple enough for young children to acquire. 
 About 20,000 Australians have amateur radio licences, with increasing interest being shown by 
younger people and women. 
  

''There was virtually no one interested before the arrival of the newest entry level,'' Linton says. ''Now 
we have more activity on air, increased numbers being assessed and a higher level of club member-
ship.'' With the higher standard and advanced licences, people can operate on more bands and 
modes, including digital transmissions online. 
  

Using radios at both ends and the internet as the conduit, it is cheap and easy to make international 
calls known as IRLP (Internet Radio Linking Project). Maths teacher Edward Seeto (VK3LIP) of the 
Sherbrooke Community School, which has its own radio club, demonstrates on a hand-held radio, typ-
ing in a code on a keypad and accessing a web-enabled local repeater to connect to a user in Dallas, 
Texas. 
  

''Radio continues to exist because it's integrated the new digital technology, and convergent technolo-
gy is how it will survive,'' Seeto says. From an outdoor radio gazebo with its 15-metre-high Nally radio 
tower, a dozen of his students are learning the ropes from ham radio veterans Randall McDonald 
(VK3RM) and Jim McNabb (VK3AMN), who volunteer their time on Thursdays and on weekends. 
  

Grade 8 student Monique Golub achieved her foundation licence in grade 6 and now competes in am-
ateur radio challenges such as the 160-metres Trans-Tasman contest, with points scored for contacts 
made over a six-hour period. ''I just love the people you meet and the competitions,'' the 13-year-old 
says. ''I've spoken to a chef in Texas and an astronaut on the International Space Station. 
 ''I was the first girl in the club and now some of my friends have joined.'' 
  

Seeto says students have learnt to be resourceful and experimental through building their own equip-
ment, and it has given them a practical understanding of mathematical equations such as Ohm's law. 
''They're not passive consumers,'' he says. ''They make things like their own antennae from cast-offs. 
There's quite some maths and dexterity involved. [Amateur radio] is encouraging them to pursue 
maths and sciences, and providing social interaction.'' 
  

As a relative newcomer in the past five years, Richard Holmes (VK3TXD) is keen to dispel the ama-
teur radio stereotype of old blokes tinkering in beeping sheds. ''I think we have to demystify amateur 
radio,'' he says. ''You don't have to be a propeller-head to be in it. There are a whole range of person-
alities that do this, including a few bombastic fools - we've got it all.'' 
  

He hopes a new generation of young amateur radio operators will find clever ways to evolve the hob-
by and embrace its global connections. For Holmes, the mystery of contact has always been the real 
lure. ''Amateur radio is a bit like fishing - you never know who's going to come back,'' he says. 
 ''You twiddle around on the bands and you can hear the world come in.'' 
 

Read more: http://www.theage.com.au/digital-life/ham-radio-far-from-over-or-out-20110706-
1h135.html#ixzz1Rq0WBoRp 
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